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coalescence may even be prepared by sub-conscious
operations of waking imagination. Thus, for example,
I once spoke about the cheapness of hares to a member
of my family, who somewhat grimly suggested that they
were London cats. I did not dwell on the idea, but
the following night I dreamt that I saw a big hybrid
creature, half hare, half cat, sniffing about a cottage.
As it stood on its hind legs and took a piece of food
from a window-ledge, I became sure that it was a cat.
Here it is plain that the cynical observation of my
relative had, at the moment, partially excited an image
of this feline hare. In some dreams, again, we may
become aware of the process of coalescence, as when
persons who at one moment were seen to be distinct
appear to our dream-fancy to run together in some
third person.

A very similar kind of unification takes place be-
tween sequent images under the form of transformation.
When two images follow one another closely, and have
anything in common, they readily assume the form of a
transmutation. There is a sort of overlapping of the
mental images, and so an appearance of continuity pro-
duced in some respects analogous to that which arises
in the wheel-of-life (thaumatrope) class of sense-illusions.
This would seera to account for the odd transformations
of personality which not unfrequently occur in dreams,
in which a person appears, by a kind of metempsychosis,
to transfer his physical ego to another, and in which the
dreamer's own bodily phantom plays similar freaks.
And the same principle probably explains those dis-
.solving-view effects which are so familiar an accom-
paniment of dream-scenery.1

1 See Maury, loc, cit., p. 146.